
	  

Brian	  Kelly,	  Secretary	  
California	  State	  Transportation	  Agency	  
915	  Capitol	  Mall,	  Ste.	  350B	  
Sacramento,	  CA	  	  95814	  
	  
RE:	  	  California	  Sustainable	  Freight	  Action	  Plan	  

	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  June	  27,	  2016	  
Dear	  Secretary	  Kelly:	  

The	  San	  Joaquin	  Valley	  Regional	  Planning	  Agencies’	  Directors’	  Committee,	  representing	  the	  eight	  counties	  of	   the	  San	  Joaquin	  
Valley,	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  comment	  on	  the	  California	  Sustainable	  Freight	  Action	  Plan.	  	  We	  recognize	  
the	  extensive	  collaboration	  of	  the	  state	  agencies	  in	  the	  development	  of	  this	  action	  plan	  for	  California	  in	  response	  to	  Governor	  
Brown’s	   Executive	   Order	   B-‐32-‐15.	   	   	  We	   also	   share	   the	   vision	   to	   improve	   the	   efficiency	   of	   California’s	   freight	   system	  while	  
achieving	  benefits	   to	  public	  health,	   air	  quality,	   and	  climate	  goals,	   and	  while	  enhancing	   the	  economic	   competitiveness	  of	   the	  
goods	  movement	  system.	  	  The	  thriving	  agri-‐business	  economy	  renown	  in	  the	  San	  Joaquin	  Valley	  is	  possible,	  in	  part,	  through	  the	  
millions	  of	  dollars	  in	  investments	  by	  the	  eight	  counties	  in	  the	  freight	  system.	  	  	  

We	  acknowledge	  the	  ambitious	  targets	  from	  Executive	  Order	  B-‐32-‐15.	  We	  wanted	  to	  comment	  that	  strategies	  involving	  building	  
new	  fuel	  and	  energy	  infrastructure	  and	  transition	  to	  zero	  (or	  near	  zero)	  emissions	  vehicles	  will	  compete	  against	   funds	  already	  
oversubscribed	  with	  pressing	  roadway	  and	  rail	  infrastructure	  needs.	  	  For	  the	  Valley,	  investing	  in	  freight	  infrastructure	  is	  integral	  
in	  achieving	  the	  freight	  system	  of	  the	  future.	  	  Specifically,	  the	  eight	  Valley	  counties	  for	  many	  years	  have	  collectively	  advanced	  
many	   goods	   movement	   transportation	   projects	   identified	   in	   the	   Highway	   99	   Business	   Plan.	   But,	   there	   are	   many	   more	  
infrastructure	   projects	   that	   cannot	   be	   built	   due	   to	   funding.	   	   We	   look	   forward	   to	   coordinating	   with	   the	   state	   agencies	   on	  
complementary	  goals	  for	  freight	  sustainability.	  With	  respect	  to	  the	  structure	  of	  the	  Trade	  Corridors	  Improvement	  Fund	  (TCIF),	  
we	  agree	  the	  TCIF	  framework	  is	  the	  best	  vehicle	  to	  identify	  freight	  priorities	  for	  funding	  however;	  the	  original	  list	  needs	  to	  be	  
updated.	  	  	  We	  urge	  consideration	  for	  the	  existing	  TCIF	  process	  rather	  than	  the	  Action	  Plan’s	  structural	  and	  procedural	  changes	  
describing	  a	  state	  and	  regional	  evaluation	  process	  and	  prioritization	  for	  zero	  and	  near-‐zero	  emissions	  projects.	  	  We	  support	  the	  
existing	  TCIF	  process	  and	  related	  decision-‐making	  procedures	  because	  it’s	  a	  proven,	  effective	  approach	  that	  worked	  statewide.	  	  
The	   existing	   TCIF	   Coalitions	   have	   successfully	   identified	   project	  priorities	   through	  coordinating	   interests	   from	   at	   all	   levels	   of	  
governments	   as	   well	   as	   private	   business	   and	   freight	   interests.	   	   In	   addition,	   the	   TCIF	   Coalitions’	   tenacity	   built	   freight	  
infrastructure	   projects-‐-‐and	   then	   built	   even	   more	   freight	   infrastructure	   projects-‐-‐when	   cost	   savings	   materialized.	   	   The	   TCIF	  
Program	   is	   a	   testament	   of	   collaborative	   project	   prioritization	   and	   delivery	   to	   advance	   freight	   mobility	   and	   environmental	  
sustainability	  in	  California.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  at	  209.235.0600	  or	  Ted	  Smalley,	  Executive	  
Director	  of	  Tulare	  County	  Association	  of	  Governments	  and	  Vice-‐Chair,	  at	  559.623.0463.	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  consideration.	  

Sincerely,	  	  

	  

ANDREW	  T.	  CHESLEY	  
Chair,	  San	  Joaquin	  Valley	  Regional	  Planning	  Agencies’	  Directors’	  Committee;	  Executive	  Director	  of	  SJCOG	  
	  
cc:	   Susan	  Bransen,	  Executive	  Director,	  California	  Transportation	  Commission	  (CTC)	  

Malcolm	  Dougherty,	  Director,	  California	  Department	  of	  Transportation	  (Caltrans)	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  


